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distress of a moral dilemma at present time, and release spiritual
energies which, because of this dilemma, are lamed and useless,
or are prostituted in the attempt to supply uplift and inspiration
for the pursuit of a holy war for civilization, freedom—or of the
mere negative aim of destroying Hitlerism by successful rivalry
in its own methods.
"I have no moral right to judge—sadly the contrary—but I
know that you appreciate frankness, and I therefore venture to
confess myself puzzled that, so far from seizing this opportunity
to proclaim the better way in which you have been such a magni-
ficent pioneer, you appear (I feel sure I am mistaken or misunder-
stand) to be thinking mainly of what political advantage for the
cause of independence in India can be gained from the war situation.
One almost has the impression that the opportunity which war
presents is welcomed, and that support for the Allies in the attempt
to gain their ends through war would be gladly given if an ade-
quate bargain were forthcoming.
I have no special knowledge of Indian affairs, but, relying
on xhe judgment of my best friends who have close association
with the best opinion in India, I am eager for the realization of
their hopes and yours; but I would hope for this as the outcome
of a liberal movement of mind in our own people and Govern-
ment as part of a generous desire and determination for a new
and better world instead of one filled with aggression and im-
perialist domination—rather than as a bargain by imperialist
Britain without any change of mind, primarily for the purpose-
of obtaining the material support of India in winning the war.
My heart cries to you out of its distress and despair caused
by the war. I have seen so much that is good in the German people,
the self-giving idealism of its youth whom I love, as well as the
evil with which I am so intimately acquainted through trying
to help the victims. I have been in a Nazi prison, and have believed
that through my suffering there has been shown to me a nobler
way to help the splendid young men of Germany and of my own
country, than the way we are about tp employ,-of driving millions
of them to slaughter one another. I believe that many people
throughout the world are longing to see the way out of this evil
into which we are slowly slipping deeper and deeper, until it may
won be too late. Perhaps you alone can help us. I write to you

